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Asphalt Company Paves the Way to Help
Stop Suicide in the Construction Industry

Makes Donation to United Suicide Survivors International,
among many other efforts

DENVER – The construction industry consistently ranks among the top two industries with
the highest rates of suicide, and more than 5x the number of workers die by suicide than via
other on-the-job accidents. Ajax Paving Industries of Florida, LLC, an industry leader in
asphalt manufacturing and construction in Florida since 1981, is taking some innovative and
proactive steps to address these realities. Today, United Survivors (US) announces that
Ajax Paving has donated to the nonprofit to help advance its suicide prevention-driven
mission to elevate the voices of people who have lived through personal experiences with
suicide.

Company president Vince Hafeli, a 37-year veteran in construction, has unfortunately been
impacted by suicide in numerous ways. He has experienced employees that have died by
suicide, and supported colleagues who also lost employees, family, and friends to suicide.
In 2007, he almost died by suicide.

“I was in a very dark place. I had convinced myself that taking my life would be a noble
cause for my family,” he explained. “I see now that my thinking did not make sense, but I
had believed it would save my family from financial ruin while navigating a divorce after 23
years of marriage. I was minutes away from ending my life, when I received a call from a
family member that completely altered my journey.”

Years later, under Hafeli’s leadership, Ajax began the process of addressing mental health
and suicide within the company of 450+ employees. Hafeli shares his personal story, leads



education efforts through safety training and regular “toolbox talks,” and assists the
company with providing emotional support and counseling referrals to employees in need.

“The response has been overwhelmingly positive. Many employees have personally
thanked me,” said Hafeli, who also serves as the Southeast Regional Vice-Chair for the
National Asphalt Paving Association.

“I’m often telling leadership that the most difficult conversation to have is the one that you
do not have. Avoiding discussion of a difficult topic such as low performance at work only
makes the problem worse. Imagine avoiding the conversation of asking someone how they
are truly doing and missing the opportunity to help someone save their own life.”

Hafeli is now writing a dissertation on suicide in the construction industry, and recently
attended the inaugural Construction Working Minds Summit in Denver. The two-day
national conference and training focused on preventing worker suicide. US organized and
hosted the event in partnership with the Construction Industry Alliance for Suicide
Prevention, and the Helen and Arthur E. Johnson Depression Center.

“We are honored and grateful for Ajax Paving’s support and commitment to suicide
prevention,” said Dr. Sally Spencer-Thomas, psychologist and President of US. “Their
efforts are exactly what is needed to help save lives and change the culture of the
construction industry.”

US aims to be a home for people who have experienced suicide loss, suicide attempts, and
suicidal thoughts and feelings, along with their friends and families, and to empower them to
evoke social and cultural change. All of the organization’s board members and volunteers
have this type of “lived experience,” as it is commonly referred to in the field. US provides a
variety of unique resources to help accomplish its mission.

If you are struggling with mental health, call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at
800-273-TALK or text the Crisis Text Line at 741741.
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